Minute 3. Lists of Approved Bacterial Names. The Subcommittee discussed the latest list of species names from the Judicial Commission and particularly any queries relating to the existence of reference and neotype strains. In the absence of any reference strain which can be cited as a neotype, a species name will be deleted. The list is being completed by E. M. Barnes, and members are asked to reply to her letters seeking further information as quickly as possible.
Minute 4. Bacteroides melaninogenicus, B . oralis, B. ruminicola, and B. bivius. The Subcommittee discussed the results of the joint exercise, and it was agreed from the base ratios and other properties that a number of different species were probably represented. From the information received, they were quite unable to reach any decision concerning the possible identity of B. oralis. It was agreed that further tests would be required, particularly enzyme patterns, serology, and homologies. The Subcommittee was grateful to all those who had supplied data and strains to them, particularly J. G. Collee and J. Hardie from Great Britain. No furtherjoint study was arranged, but it was hoped that individuals would go ahead with their own research on these organisms and publish their findings. When the Subcommittee meets in 2 years' time (1980), they will study the published data and any "in press" data which are made available to them in order to decide whether a strain can be designated B. oratis.
Minute 5. Expression of appreciation. The Subcommittee expressed their thanks to the retiring Chairman, S. M. Finegold, and Secretary, Ella M. Barnes, for their work during the past 6 years.
Minute 6. Current membership. Minute 7. Next meeting. The next meeting of the Subcommittee will be during the spring or fall of 1980, the exact date to be determined. The meeting will be held in Japan.
Minute 8. Adjournment. The meeting adjourned at 6 p.m. on 7 September 1978.
HERBERT S. GOLDBERG, Secretary

